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Trump announces 90-day pause on ‘reciprocal’ tariffs excluding China

On April 2nd, U.S. President Donald Trump announced new tariffs on imports from certain countries.
He said the U.S. would charge 24% on goods from Japan, 34% from China, 26% from India, and 20% from
the EU. He explained that these countries had large trade surpluses with the U.S. and he wanted to
protect American jobs.

Trump also said there would be a basic tariff of 10% on all imports. For countries with the largest
trade imbalances, the U.S. would charge even higher “reciprocal tariffs”. These new tariffs were planned
to start on April 9th,

However, on April 9th at 1 p.m., Trump abruptly changed his plan. He announced a 90-day pause on
new tariffs for most countries except for China. He said only countries that had not retaliated against
U.S. tariffs would get a delay. Until July, those countries would only face a 10% tariff.

Trump said at a press conference, "I thought that people were overreacting. They were getting yippy,
you know, a little bit afraid. ...They all want to make a deal. ...And I gave them a 90-day pause for the
people that didn't retaliate."

Later, Trump posted on social media that more than 75 countries were willing to talk with the U.S.
about trade. But at the same time, he reacted to China’s action. After China announced that it would
raise tariffs on American goods to 84%, Trump answered with even stronger action. He raised tariffs on
Chinese goods to 125% starting immediately.

@ On April 10th, the U.S. announced that it would impose tariffs of 145% on China. In response, on
April 11th, China announced that it would raise its tariffs from 84% to 125% as a retaliatory measure

against the U.S. decision.
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Q1 Why did Trump decide to impose new tariffs on goods from Japan, China, India, and the EU?
(What were the specific tariff rates?)

Q2 According to the passage, what was the purpose of the “reciprocal tariffs”?

Q3 What was the basic tariff rate planned for all imports, and when was it supposed to start?

Q4 What sudden decision did Trump make on April 9tb, and which country was excluded?

Q5 Who would be eligible for the 90-day tariff pause?

Q6 What did Trump say at the press conference about how other countries were reacting to the tariffs?

Q7 How did Trump explain his reason for giving the 90-day pause in tariffs?

Q8 T AU A ELHEIL, mEICEREZNRIHLTENLS L VORBZIRL LAz ?



@ China's Ministry of Commerce has filed a complaint with the WTO. It says the U.S. tariffs "seriously
violate" WTO rules. The ministry also said, "China will fight to defend its interests till the end."
Japan's Economic Revitalization Minister, Ryosei Akazawa, plans to visit Washington for three days
starting on April 16th. He will have his first meeting with U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent to
discuss the review of tariff measures. During the talks, Akazawa plans to explain how Japan contributes
to the U.S. economy and employment through significant investments. He hopes the meeting will be
constructive.

China’s Ministry of Commerce #EOEIFE  file a complaint FfEZ®WLILTS violate: ~IERT 5
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Q9 Why did China’s Ministry of Commerce file a complaint with the WTO?

Q10 According to China’s Ministry of Commerce, what will China do?

Q11 Who is Ryosei Akazawa? (What is his role in Japan's government?)

Q12 What is the purpose of Akazawa’s visit to Washington, and who will he meet there?

Q13 How does Akazawa plan to explain Japan’s contribution to the U.S. economy during the talks?

Trump Says 90-Day Tariff Pause Was Because of ‘Yippy’ Reaction | WSJ News
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VulDamwOzkg&t=44s

TA)VATEREROBIENSUTR HEBMEERY 2 95T /BBC Japan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qj | xHtO | G7E

NS TERTHE TR S BOEIEIL Yippy, ¥ TQueasy |£25FE %2 | E ISR 1 25%.
TAYHIE 145% TR https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hSZKmgnTV08



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VulDamw0zkg&t=44s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qj1xHt01G7E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hSZKmqnTV08

Trump exempts smartphones and computers from new tariffs

Trump's administration has exempted smartphones, computers and some other electronic devices
from the new tariffs, including tariffs of 125% on Chinese imports.

The move came after concerns from U.S. tech companies that the prices of smartphones could
skyrocket, as many of them are made in China. Some estimates suggested that iPhone prices in the U.S.
could have tripled if the costs were passed on to consumers.

The U.S. is a major market for iPhones. According to Counterpoint Research, Apple accounted for
more than half of smartphone sales in the U.S. last year. The company says that up to 80% of Apple's
1Phones sold in the U.S. are made in China, while the remaining 20% are made in India.

Like Samsung, another smartphone giant, Apple has been trying to diversify its supply chains in
recent years to reduce its over-reliance on China. India and Vietnam have become leading candidates for
new manufacturing bases. As the tariffs took effect, Apple reportedly began increasing the production of
devices made in India.

The exemptions also include other electronic devices and components, such as semiconductors, solar

cells and memory cards.
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take effect #1775 component £} & solar cell KFGEM K ( )

Q1 What did the Trump administration exempt from the new tariffs?

Q2 Why were U.S. tech companies concerned about the new tariffs?

Q3 According to some estimates, how might iPhone prices have changed if the costs were passed on to

consumers?

Q4 What is the importance of the U.S. market for Apple’s iPhone sales? Use data from the passage.

Q5 Where are most iPhones sold in the U.S. made, and where are the rest made?

Q6 What is Apple trying to do with its supply chains, and why?

Q7 Which countries may become new manufacturing bases for Appl?

Q8 What action has Apple reportedly taken as tariffs took effect?

Q9 Besides smartphones and computers, what other devices or components were exempted from the

tariffs?



Trump considers pause on auto tariffs

On March 29th, President Trump said that he didn’t mind if foreign car makers raised their prices in
response to the new tariffs. “I hope they raise their prices. If they do, people are going to buy American-
made cars. We have plenty.”

In April, the Trump administration imposed a 25% tariff on imported cars. It also announced that
tariffs on car parts would begin on May 3rd,

However, the decision sparked concerns across the auto industry. Experts pointed out that even cars
assembled in the U.S. depend on parts from other countries, not just from Mexico and Canada. (3¢Cars
built in the U.S. with parts from Mexico or Canada can be exempt from tariffs, if they follow the U.S.-
Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA). )

Facing pressure from the auto industry, Trump said on April 15th, “I don’t change my mind, but I'm
flexible.” He suggested that he might temporarily stop the tariffs on cars and parts to give automakers
time to change their supply chains. Trump said, “I'm thinking about ways to help some car companies

adjust. They needed some time before they start making cars here.

pause —BHZIE  auto(TXADOE)BENE in response to~:~IZRKELT  plenty = a lot
industry ¥ - %7 temporarily —B5#91C  automaker BBEA—#—  adjust FAETS

Q1 Why did President Trump say he hoped foreign car makers would raise their prices?

Q2 What does Trump's statement “We have plenty” refer to?

Q3 What action did the Trump administration take in April regarding imported cars?

Q4 When were tariffs on car parts scheduled to begin?

Q5 What concern did experts raise about the tariffs?

Q6 USMCA &k, ©D X3 AltpEs. #HLEL x5,

Q7 What did Trump mean when he said, “I don’t change my mind, but I'm flexible”?

Q8 Why did Trump consider pausing the tariffs on cars and parts?

b TROSEDY?” BEEMAMR — BB TIR HERNOBETIIEEHEMAELE 8% TR
ENH TS EZ [news23] | TBS NEWS DIG
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yXFO-KUXyeY&t=58s

Trump announces auto tariffs [CNN]

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/E4aPInb5ho0



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yXF0-KUXyeY&t=58s
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/E4aPInb5ho0

Most popular cars in America

https!//www.edmunds.com/most-popular-cars/

K*RXKDOX% 3T OFHAT, BEBELEL &I,

1. He announced a 90-day pause on new tariffs for most countries except for China.

2. Japan's Economic Revitalization Minister, Ryosei Akazawa plans to explain how Japan contributes to

the U.S. economy and employment through significant investments.

3. Experts pointed out that even cars assembled in the U.S. depend on parts from other countries.

(FoER)
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[Essay]

1. In your opinion, was Trump right to say, “If they raise their prices, people will buy American cars”?
Why or why not?

2. Do you think it is a good idea to impose high tariffs to support domestic products? Give one reason

based on the passage.


https://www.edmunds.com/most-popular-cars/

